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Resolution unanimously adopted on 29 October 2011, during the VI Plenary Session, Palermo 

 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean,  

 

a) Having regard to the uprisings which took place in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, starting in 

December 2010, while political demonstrations are still unfolding in Syria; 

b) Concerned with the fact that over 2 million people overall were forced to flee violence, 

were displaced, or crossed one - and in a great number of cases - several borders with 1.3 

million migrants from Libya alone; 

c) Recalling the 1948 Universal Declaration on Human Rights ; 

d) Recalling the 1951 United Nations Convention on the Status of Refugees ;   

e) Recalling the 1990 United Nations Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all 

Migrant workers and members of their families;  

f) Welcoming Resolution 1821 and Recommendation 1974 adopted by the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) on the large-scale arrival of irregular 

migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees on Europe’s southern shores;  

g) Concerned with reports that over 1,900 migrants died in the Mediterranean Sea during 

the first seven months of 2011 and that close to 2,000 people are estimated to be missing 

at sea since February 2011; 

h) Noting with great concern that over 51,000 people have reached the single island of 

Lampedusa, Italy, by boat since the beginning of the year, while Malta has also received 

1, 530 migrants;  

i) Noting also that southern EU member states receive massive migration influxes, for some 

overwhelmingly disproportionate to their native populations, as is the case with Malta 

and Cyprus;  

j) Having regard to the European Commission communications entitled “Partnership for 

Democracy and Shared prosperity with the Southern Mediterranean” (COM (2011) 200 
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final dated  8/03/2011) and “A dialogue for migration, mobility and security with the 

southern Mediterranean Countries” (COM(2011) 292 final dated 24/05/2011), as well as 

to EU’s new Neighbourhood policy (COM (2011) 303 dated 25/05/2011);  

 

 

 

I) Acknowledges the generous assistance offered by Tunisia and its people to individuals 

fleeing Libya; 

II) Acknowledges the generous assistance offered by Greece in the evacuation of more 

than 19.000 foreign citizens and the generous assistance Malta in the evacuation of over 

13,000 foreign workers from Libya in March 2011;  

III) Acknowledges the invaluable work conducted by IOM, UNHCR, OCHA, the Red 

Cross and the Red Crescent Movement, and NGO’s, and calls on the international 

community to lend support to these organisations both financially and in kind ; 

IV) Acknowledges the generous assistance offered by Egypt and Italy for people fleeing 

Libya; 

V) Calls on their government to provide urgent humanitarian assistance, and temporary 

protection, to individuals fleeing from Libya;  

VI) Further calls on their government to ensure that no migrant is returned to Libya until 

the situation stabilises, and further calls on the solidarity principle of the Dublin 

Regulation to be exercised with the countries which are the first recipient of migrants 

from Libya; 

VII) Calls on the European Union and its member states to express and implement concrete 

and substantial support and solidarity to those member states, which are faced with 

disproportionate to their size consequences of these migration flows. 

VIII) Calls for the holding of a major conference on Migrations in the Mediterranean as 

a result of the Arab spring.   

 

 


